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INTRODUCTION
Guderian is presented
with a French flag
captured at JuniviLLe by
Oberstleutnant Hermann
Balck, commander of
Schiitzen-Regiment 1. This
photo was taken at La
NeuviUe on 11 June 1940.
(IWM, MH 10935)

'Panzer General' is an epithet that can be applied easily to Heinz Guderian
given his role in the development of armoured warfare. He was the creator of
the German armoured force, the one he successfully led on the battlefield
against Poland in 1939 and then against France in 1940. From this point of
view Guderian's career is unique; unlike other military innovators throughout
the world, he successfully had a voice in the development of new doctrines
and tactics which (quite exceptionally again) he tested first-hand on the
battlefield, with highly remarkable results. As such Guderian is revealed not
only a valid theoretician, but also a first-class field commander. He was also
lucky in that he avoided, unlike other legendary field commanders, eventual
failure and defeat on the battlefield. Even though
Operation Barbarossa, the German attack against the
Soviet Union, failed in the end, Guderian is not
associated with that failure but instead his record as a
field commander up to December 1941, when he was
removed from command of 2. Panzerarmee,
emphasizes his command and leadership qualities.
The fact that his removal prevented him from facing
the first defeat on the battlefield suffered by the
German Army in World War II certainly helped his
reputation. If Guderian's military career had ended
here then perhaps an enduring myth might have
developed. However, it did not and eventually
Guderian returned to a familiar role: that of a staff
officer, not so different from the many other staff
officers in the German army.
This is actually closer to the truth about Guderian
than that of the battlefield Panzer leader. Guderian
was very much a product of the German staff
tradition. He was a fringe member of the Prussian
military elite, and took part in World War I without
seeing a great deal of service on the battlefield.

4

